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PPS RECORDS FOR 
 

12 CRESTON WAY 
PLAT 73, LOT 490 

 
MOE AND BETTY C. FINK HOUSE 

Built 1936 
 

 
 
Summary:  The area from Rochambeau Avenue north to the Pawtucket city line, between North Main 
Street and the Seekonk River, was one of the last parts of the City of Providence to be developed.  
Between 1765 and 1874, all of this land belonged to the Town of North Providence.  After its annexation 
back to Providence, the land was subdivided and platted for residential development, but not completely 
built out until the mid-20th century.  Summit Avenue was built in stages during the 1880s and 1890s; 
Creston Way, originally called d’Estaing Road, was first laid out west of Summit Avenue in 1916, and by 
1926 had been extended to Memorial Road.  Houses on the north side of Creston Way were built 
between 1935 and 1937.  The house at 12 Creston Way was built for Moe and Betty Fink in 1936; Mr. 
Fink, whose parents lived at the corner of Creston Way and Summit Avenue, owned an upholstery 
business.  The Finks’ son, Michael Fink, has owned the house since 1977.  
 
Chronology 
 
Before 1875 
 
In the 17th and 18th centuries, this part of Providence was very remote from the developed area of town, 
and only sparsely settled with large farmsteads.  In 1765, the town of North Providence was incorporated; 
its boundary with Providence ran along the Woonasquatucket River from the village of Manton to the 
Great Salt Cove, across a portion of the North Burial Ground, and along North Street and Neck Road 
(now Rochambeau Avenue) to the Seekonk River.  The large area now considered part of the Summit 
Avenue neighborhood, north of Rochambeau, remained part of North Providence until May 1874 when it 
was annexed by the City of Providence, forming the Tenth Ward. (Historical and Architectural Resources 
of North Providence, Rhode Island:  A Preliminary Report, RIHP&HC, 1978.) 
 
[Note:  primary source materials for the years 1765-1874 are in North Providence and Pawtucket; they 
were not examined as part of this report.] 
 
1875 
 
1875 Atlas of the City of Providence, Vol. 3, Plate P, by G.M. Hopkins Co shows the land area north of 
North Street (now Rochambeau) and east of Pawtucket Avenue (now North Main Street).  The area is 
subdivided into several large, mostly undeveloped tracts.  Edward D. Emerson owned two tracts totaling 
over 9 acres, in an area roughly bounded by today’s Edgehill Road, Stenton Avenue/Memorial Road, 
North Main Street and Summit Avenue.  None of those streets existed in 1875, however.  To the north of 
Emerson’s land, the Heirs of William Randall owned three extensive tracts totaling over 56 acres; Ann 
Morris owned a single 33-acre tract to the south of Emerson’s land. (Archives) 
 
1876 
 
The E.D. Emerson Plat was filed with the City of Providence Recorder of Deeds in 1876 (Plat Book 12, 
Page 34, copied on card 482).  Drawn by R. Smith Mowry, the plat laid out 23 numbered house lots on 
the north side of “Stanton Avenue” (running from North Main Street eastward, along the alignment of 
today’s Stenton Avenue and Creston Way to a point between 2nd and 3rd Streets).  Most of the lots 
measured 5,000 square feet, with 50 feet of frontage on the street.  Parts of Lots 20 and 21, bounded on 
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the northwest by the eastern end of 2nd Street, make up the lot where 12 Creston Way now stands.  
(Registry of Deeds)  
 
1882 
 
Atlas of the City of Providence by G.M. Hopkins Co, Plate 10, shows the beginning of several residential 
subdivisions in the Summit Avenue neighborhood. The E.D. Emerson Plat, as laid out in 1876, is marked 
on the north side of “Stanton Avenue,” whose alignment is the same as on the plat map.  The lots are not 
numbered, and all but one at the corner of North Main Street is vacant.  Emerson’s land south of Stanton 
Avenue is not platted. (Archives) 
   
[Note:  The atlases of 1882 and 1895 indicate that Edward Emerson disposed of all of his two tracts of 
land in this period.  Lots #1-5 in his plat, at the western end of Stenton Avenue, went to various other 
individuals.  The atlas of 1895 indicates that the remainder of Emerson’s land went to John Morris 
(husband of Ann Morris, also known as Anna Morris), Emerson’s neighbor to the south.  However, the 
grantor index for the years 1875-1900 did not yield any evidence of Emerson’s selling any of the land on 
either side of what is now Creston Way.  The grantee indices during this same period indicate that John 
and Anna Morris between them made dozens of real estate transactions – too many to check for the 
purposes of this report.  Further research in either deeds or probate records may confirm the facts of this 
transfer.]   
 
1895 
 
1895 Atlas of the City of Providence by Everts & Richards, Plate 6 (pages 12-13), indicates that the E.D. 
Emerson Plat no longer exists; it has been absorbed by neighboring owners to the south and north.  Five 
house lots are laid out on the north side of “Stenton Street” immediately east of North Main.  The 
remainder of Emerson’s land is laid out in two large lots of 126,324 and 233,788 square feet, now 
belonging to John Morris. The map shows no streets or buildings on these lots.  (Archives) 
 
1902   
 
1902 Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 73:  the map shows a similar layout of streets and lots as on the 1895 
city atlas.  Edward Emerson’s former two large tracts are designated Lot 237 (126,324 square feet) and 
Lot 285 (233,788 square feet).  Lot 237 abuts the eastern ends of 2nd and 3rd Streets.  (Archives)   
 
1908-1918 
 
1908 Atlas of the City of Providence by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 11:  This map indicates that the 126,324 
square foot lot, abutting the eastern ends of 2nd and 3rd Streets, was owned by Anna Morris.  The map 
shows no streets or buildings on this lot.  (Archives)     
 
1916 City Directory:  the name “d’Estaing Road” appears for the first time, running southwest (an 
unspecified length) from Summit Avenue. 
 
1918 Atlas of the City of Providence by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 25 shows d’Estaing Road and Memorial 
Road extending perhaps 200 feet southwest of Summit Avenue.  These two roads were built into 
otherwise vacant and undeveloped land owned by Emma A. Swift etal, totaling 123,884 square feet.  
(Archives) 
 
[Note:  Emma Swift was one of 8 parties to acquire a percentage of this land sometime between 1908-
1918.  No record of this transaction was found, but in 1909, Anna Morris widow of John Morris sold her 33 
acres just south of this property to Emma Swift, Edith Nevin, Mary Almy, Phebe Morris, Annie Pepler, and 
Edward Morris (DB 501/243).  If these were Anna and John Morris’s children, or other relatives, perhaps 
they acquired this other piece of property through Anna Morris’s will.  (Registry of Deeds)] 
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1926-1928 
 
1926 Atlas of the City of Providence by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 25 shows that d’Estaing Road has been 
extended from Summit Avenue southwest to Memorial Road (which itself has been extended southwest 
from Summit to Camp Street.)  All lots on the north side of d’Estaing Road, except the lot at the corner of 
Summit, are owned by A.D. Pepler etal Trustees.  Most of the lots measure 4,750 square feet. (Archives) 
 
In April 1927 a “Map of D’Estaing Road from Summit Avenue to Memorial Road, and 2nd and 3rd Streets 
from D’Estaing Road to the William Randall Heirs Plat,” was prepared by Waterman Engineering Co. and 
filed with the City (Plat Card 1107).  The map shows that Annie D. Peplar etal owned all the land on the 
north side of D’Estaing Road, on both sides of 2nd and 3rd Streets.  Both streets are 40-foot rights of way.  
(Registry of Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 73, Lot 490 indicates that 8 individuals jointly owned the lot as of May 1928:  
Annie D. Pepler (1/6 share), Phebe E. Morris (1/6), Edith A. Nevin Estate (1/6), Emma A. Swift (1/4), 
Howard S. Almy (1/6), John B. Nevin (1/36), William M. Nevin (1/36), and Lillian E. Rathbun (1/36).  
These people were likely the heirs of John Morris. This is the first entry on the plat card.  (Assessor’s 
Office) 
 
1930 
 
Deed Book 739, Pages 437-445:  On November 12, 1930, Annie D. and Charles H. Pepler, Phebe E. 
Morris (spinster), Emma A. and Augustus T. Swift, Lillian E. and Rodman G. Rathbun, William M. and 
Pearl S. Nevin, John Benjamin and E. Margaret Nevin, Howard S. and Louise C. Almy, and William H. 
Nevin (widower of Edith A. Nevin), collectively sold 27 tracts of land all over the East Side of Providence 
to J. Benjamin Nevin, Emma A. Swift and Phebe E. Morris.  Tract #22 (16,024 square feet) on the north 
side of d’Estaing Road between 2nd and 3rd Streets, contains the land where 12 Creston Way would 
shortly be built.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1931 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 73, Lot 490 indicates that the original assessor’s lot number for this 
property, #492, was “dropped” in February 1931.  (Note, however, that building permit and tax records 
used the number 492 in reference to this lot until 1936.)  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
1935 
 
Deed Book 789, Page 141:  On November 12, 1935, J. Benjamin Nevin, Emma A. Swift and Phebe E. 
Morris, all of Providence, trustees under a deed of trust to Annie D. Pepler etal dated November 12, 1930, 
sold to Moe Fink and wife Betty Fink of Providence, for $10, a parcel of land “with all improvements 
thereon” measuring 3,618 square feet at the northwest corner of Creston Way and 2nd Street.  The parcel 
boundaries are described as follows:  measuring 38.5 feet on Creston Way (south), 95 feet on the west, 
32.84 feet to 2nd Street and then another 22.97 feet on 2nd Street (north/northeast), and 73 feet on 2nd 
Street (east) south to Creston Way. The deed includes several restrictions on new construction, including 
land use (single family or 2 family only, no stables, private garage), cost (at least $5,000 for a single 
family house, $7,000 for a 2-family), and setbacks (18 feet from Creston Way for the main house; garage 
set back at least 40 feet from Creston Way and 12 feet from 2nd Street unless attached to the house).  
(Registry of Deeds) 
 
Intent to Build Permits:  Permit #38348, dated November 16, 1935, indicates an intention to build a house 
at 12 Creston Way, Plat 73, Lot 492.  The permit is signed on behalf of Moe Fink by Gabriel Bravo 
(presumably the builder).  [Note the lot number, 492, is not the property’s current lot number.]  (Archives)  
 
1935 Tax Records:  Lot 492 in Plat 73, belonging to J. Benjamin Nevin etal, was valued at $4,480 for land 
and nothing for buildings.  (Archives) 
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1935 City Directory:  D’Estaing Road was renamed Creston Way from 96 Summit Avenue to 3rd Street.   
Moe Fink, owner of an upholstery business called Progressive Chair Company at 112 Point Street, lived 
with his wife Betty at 67 Verndale Avenue.  (Archives) 
1935-1937 House Directory:  Creston Way first appears in this directory, running from 96 Summit Avenue 
to 3rd Street.  The directory indicates no houses on this street.  (Note no subsequent house directories are 
available at City Hall.)  (Archives) 
 
1936 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 73, Lot 490 indicates that Moe and Betty C. Fink owned the property as of 
March 1936.  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
1936 Tax Records:  Lot 490 in Plat 73 (note the change in lot number), owned by Moe C. Fink, was 
valued at $1,160 for land and $5,000 for buildings.  (Note that Lot 490, which was cut out of Lot 492, is 
smaller and its land value was reduced from the previous year.)  (Archives) 
 
1937 
 
1937 City Directory:  Moe Fink, owner of The Monterey Shop at 742 North Main Street (upholsterers), 
lived with wife Betty at 12 Creston Way.  (Archives) 
 
1937 Atlas of the City of Providence by G.M. Hopkins Co., Page 25 shows the house at 12 Creston Way, 
on a 3,618 square foot lot owned by M. Fink et ux.  The map also indicates that the portion of 2nd Street 
between Highland and Summit Avenues was no longer open to traffic.  (Archives) 
 
1965 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 73, Lot 490 indicates that Moe Fink owned the property in December 1965.  
(Assessor’s Office) 
 
1974 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 73, Lot 490 indicates that part of Second St. was dropped into Lot 490 as of 
December 1974.   (Assessor’s Office) 
 
1977 
 
Deed Book 1200, Page 929:  On August 26, 1977, Edward C. Fink, executor of the will of Moe Fink (died 
July 2, 1977, probate #75967), sold the property with buildings and improvements thereon to Michael Fink 
and Michael R. Weintraub for $28,500.  The property boundaries are identical to those in the previous 
deed.  The deed also conveyed “all right, title and interest that Moe Fink may have to 2nd Street, so called, 
a highway abandoned by the City of Providence on June 19, 1974 (Resolution 369).”  Thus the lot grew to 
its current size of 5,593 square feet.  The deed references the prior purchase of this lot by Moe and Betty 
Fink in 1935 (DB 789, Page 141).  (Registry of Deeds)   
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 73, Lot 490 indicates that Michael Fink and Michael R. Weintraub owned the 
property as of August 26, 1977.  The card refers to DB 1200, Page 929. (Assessor’s Office) 
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